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SUBJ: BRENNAND, ALEXANDER MICHAEL. 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED FEBRUARY 3, 1975 
ADDRESSED TO AMBASSADOR GREEN FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & 
IMMIGRATION, CANBERRA. CONTENTS OF LETTER AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE: 

YOUR EXCELLENCY 

THE MINISTER FOR LABOR & IMMIGRATION HAS DIRECTED 
ME TO WRITE TO YOU INRELATION TO THE CONTINUED 
STAY IN AUSTRALIA OF MRS FLORENCE FRANCES JOHNSON, 

FORMERLY BRENNAND, AND HER FOUR YEAR OLD SON, 

ALEXANDER MICHAEL BRENNAND. 

MRS. HONSON AND HER SON ARE UNITED STATES CITIZENS 
WHO WERE ADMITTED TO AUSTRALIA FOR A TEMPORARY STAY. 

THE PERIOD OF THEIR AUTHORIZED STAY EXPIRED ON 
16/12/74 SINCE WHICH DATE THEY HAVE REMAINED IN 
AUSTRALIA ILLEGALLY. 

MRS JOHNSON FIRST CAME TO AUSTRALIA AS A VISITOR IN 
NOVEMBER, 1973. IN JUNE 1974 SHE TRAVELLED TO THE 
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UNITED STATES AND RETURNED TO AUSTRALIA WITH HER SON 
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ON 16/06/74. 

THE DEPARTMENT HAS SINCE BEEN INFORMED BY THE LEGAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF MRS JOHNSON'S HUSBAND, MR. THOMAS 
BRENNAND, THAT AN ORDER WAS ISSUED OUT OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF NEW JERSEY ON 18/1 1/74 DIRECTING THAT THE 
FATHER, THOMAS BRENNAND, HAVE THE TEMPORARY PHYSICAL 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD AND THAT THE CHILD BE RETURNED 
FORTHWITH TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

A COPY OF THE ORDER HAS BEEN SENT TO THE DEPARTMENT & 

I ATTACH A COPY OF THIS FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 

STRONG REPRESENTATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE MINISTER 
TO ALLOW MRS. JOHNSON AND HER SON TO REMAIN IN AUSTRALIA 
AT LEAST UNTIL AN APPLICATION WHICH MRS JOHNSON INTENDS 
MAKING TO THE SUPREME COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA SEEKING 
AND ORDER FOR THE CUSTODY OF HER SON CAN BE DETERMINED. 
ACCORING TO MRS JOHNSON'S LEGAL ADVISERS', HER HUSBAND 
WHO IS REPRESENTED BY SOLICITORS BOTH IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, WILL BE SERVED WITH ALL 
PROCESS AND CAN BE HEARD AS A PARTY EITHER BY WAY OF 
AFFIDAVIT OR BY ORAL EVIDENCE. 

BEFORE THE MINISTER FOR LABOR AND IMMIGRATION MAKES 
A DECISION REGARDING THE FURTHER STAY IN AUSTRALIA 
OR MRS. JOHNSON AND HER SON HE WISHES TO KNOW 
WHETHER THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED 
TO TAKE ANY ACTION TO HAVE MRS JOHNSON HONOUR THE 
TERMS OF THE ORDER OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
IN RESPECT OF THE CHILD ALEXANDER MICHAEL BRENNAND. 

THE MATTER IS URGENT AND IT WOULD BE VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATED IF WE COULD HAVE YOUR RESPONSE DURING THE 
COURSE OF THIS WEEK. 

IAN F. SHARP. 

SECRETARY. 

UNQUOTE. 
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2. AMCONSUL PERTH ADVISES VICE CONSUL JANE PARKER HAD 
RECEIVED CORRESPONDENCE FROM BRENNAND'S LAWYERS, LOGAN 
& LOGAN, 132 ENGLE ST., ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY, LATE IN 
1974, ADVISING OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF NEW JERSEY COURT ORDER, GIVING TEMPORARY PHYSICAL 
CUSTODY TO BRENNAND. MR. BRENNAND TOLD VICE CONSUL 
PARKER SHE HAD HAD THE CHILD ALEXANDER MICHAEL BRENNAND 
ADDED TO HER PASSPORT IN SAN FRANCISCO, AMCONSUL PERTH 
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HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF PRESENT STATUS OF CASE OTHER THAN 
NEWS REPORTS, AND HAS HAD NO DIRECT REPRESENTATION FROM 
AUSTRALIAN LABOR & IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT. 

3. DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO FORWARD URGENTLY 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR REPLY TO LABOR & IMMIGRATION MINISTER'S 
QUESTION, QUOTE - WHETHER THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
IS PREPARED TO TAKE ANY ACTION TO HAVE MRS JOHNSON 
HONOUR THE TERMS OF THE ORDER OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
NEW JERSEY IN RESPECT OF THE CHILD ALEXANDER MICHAEL 
BRENNAND. UNQUOTE. 

HARROP 
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